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Joachim




My name is Joachim. | am Jewish. | was born in Iran; in
Tehran. But | will not die in that country — not even my
ashes will return to that soil.

| am eighty-six years old. | am exactly the same age as
Umm al-Ahzan; the old Palestinian woman from Gaza who
laughed after seventy-seven years on the night of the
Haifa rocket attack, and the video of her laughing was
posted online.

A few minutes ago | heard the news of the Iran-Israel
ceasefire, the shameful ceasefire that Iran imposed on
Israel, and | felt compelled to write these lines — because
| may never have the chance to do so again.

They have not yet allowed us to leave the shelter. For
now, we are waiting. | sit in a corner, take out a notebook
and a pen from my pocket, and write down what | see,
hear, and think:

The population composition of this shelter reminds me of
the Haft Bijar pickle. Here, one can find all kinds of skin
colors; from green and wheat and light to red and black
and yellow. The sounds of English and Polish and
German and French and whatnot mingle, creating a
gibberish that no ear can swallow. The language that is
not heard at all, or is rarely heard, is Hebrew. Perhaps
because Israeli settlers consider Hebrew a theatrical
language and revert to their family languages in times of
emergency. Even | myself write in Persian — anywhere in
the world, if you ask a passerby what he remembers
Persian with, he will say with Hafez, with love, with
mysticism; and if you ask him what he remembers Hebrew
with, he will say with war, with blood, with aggression. So
It IS not surprising that even the pen avoids Hebrew!



| know a better and richer variety in Iran. | was a small
child when my country, excuse me, that country was
occupied by the Soviets and the British. However, |
remember well how the peopleof Fars, Turk, Kurd, Lor,
and etc stood side by side and resisted and preserved the
unity and cohesion of their country — we also stood side
by side; However, with the intention of occupying and
usurping this country, Palestine, and creating a unity and
cohesion that we ourselves know better than any human
being is fake and false. The diversity we witness in this
refuge is not something to be proud of, like the diversity of
Iranians. We have not shielded our chests from the
aggressors' bullets to wallow in our own blood like proud
Iranian cedars; we have throbbed here like rats and ants
In ruins, to either be destroyed by Iranian missiles or to
return to our usurped homes and spend the rest of our
lives in fear of attacks from those same missiles - indeed,
the difference between us and the Iranians is as great as
the earth and the sky.

The day the news of the birth of Israel arrived, my Zionist
father said that we had no more business in Iran. We had
packed our bags and set off for Turkey to go to Acre by
ship. We stopped in Hamedan and went to pilgrimage of
Esther and Mordechai, and as we were leaving, my father
pointed with his index finger to the brick dome of the tomb
and said: "Children of Moses, remember this moment well.
Just as we took back the Wailing Wall, one day we will
return and release our Lady from the captivity of the
Persians. The day is not far when the flag of Israel will fly
above this brick dome!" — With all my childishness and
naivety, | understood that my father himself did not believe
what he was saying;



because his tone was weak and empty, and his voice
seemed shaky and trembling. No one had taken the
Wailing Wall so that we could take it back; and no one had
taken Esther captive so that we could free her. But Zionist
policy required us to tell our lies so often that we ourselves
would believe that we were telling the truth! — My father
would weave other lies as well: ((That holy land, between
the river and the sea, is ours, our home, our land, and the
others have gotten it by force.)) When we set foot on the
shores of Acre, | searched every corner for signs of my
ancestors; and no matter how much | searched, | found
nothing. — Later, the more lands we stole from the
Palestinians, the more our appetites grew, and we took
bigger bites that we knew would get stuck in our throats.
For example, we said: ((The lands between the Nile and
the Euphrates are also ours!))

My father's logic, and that of all Zionists, was that since
the Israelites once lived in these parts of the globe, then
those parts now belong to us! Later, when | came to my
senses and read books, | said to my father: ((So, if we
look at the matter from your perspective, Iran also has the
right to claim ownership of a very vast geographical area
from Central Asia to Eastern Europe and North Africa,
which coincidentally includes Palestine, because during
the Achaemenid Empire, all these areas were governed
under the Iranian flag.)) — The answer | received from my
father was a so firm smack that it tore my eardrums and
left me with hearing loss for the rest of my life, of that
nothing noticeable has been remained.

When | became an adult and lost the innocence of
childhood and the uncertainty of adolescence, | became a
Zionist, more fervent than my father. To become a Zionist,



you have to trample your humanity underfoot and sink into
the mud until you are snoring. And that is what | did. |
continued my studies at Tel-Aviv University in history field
so that | could help our masters in forging our identity. My
task was to find documents and clues that would prove the
legitimacy of Israel. To fulfill this task, | had to travel to
various countries. In London, a Christian man spat at my
feet after learning about my religion and country, in India
they threw garbage at me, and in Italy a woman held a bar
of soap in her hand and waved it humiliatingly in front of
my eyes. | went to Iran several times and received nothing
but curses. The Iranian king at that time was pathetically
trying to make the relations between the two countries
seem normal and usual. What a misguided and foolish
ruler he was who did not see and did not understand that
his people did not have an eye to see the Israelis, and yet
he still extended a hand of friendship towards us, and this
was one of the factors that led to his downfall. With the fall
of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the Islamic Republic, our
greatest enemy, was born, and despite being a newborn,
he loudly and clearly shouted his enmity towards us. We
were very anxious to kill this newborn. We imposed an
eight-year war on it, we sanctioned it, we attacked him
with our media, we created insecurity within its borders,
we called it evil in the world; but we got nowhere. When
we saw that the weather was turning, we made its nuclear
program an excuse and we scared the countries of the
region and the world at every opportunity that if Iran
obtained nuclear weapons, all of us would be in trouble.
What can we do when our excuses are more stupid than
our lies! We were aware that even if the lranians had
nuclear



weapons, they would not use them against anyone. Both
their religion and their culture and history prevent them
from doing such a thing. Iranians abhor war, conflict, and
iInvasion. Didn't Cyrus the Great open the gates of
Babylon without blood dripping from a single person's
nose? Didn't Darius the Great write on the heart of stone
that Ahura Mazda would keep his homeland away from
chaos and turmoil? Did not their leader Ali ibn Abi Talib
hesitate to kill Amr ibn Abd al-Wad and did not forgive his
own murderer? — They are not like us at all.

| can distort history; | have done so all my life. | can lie to
the world; as | have always said. But | cannot deceive
myself. | cannot deny that words like “country,”
“homeland,” and “nation” do not measure up to our
stature. Everything we do is pure lies. For example, where
In the Torah is there a license for homosexuality? And this
IS while some leaders of the Jewish state are openly
homosexual! We have told our soldiers to fight for your
land and honor. For which land and honor? For land that
does not belong to them and for honor that we have none
of? We have called Hamas "enemy that infanticides".
While the wind every night carries the echo of the waliling
of the bereaved mothers of Gaza to the ears of the world.
For years, we have poured the blood of Palestinians into
our cups and drunk to the health of Israel; the health of the
bully who, with all his adventures, has become so thorny
and weak and dishonorable in just eleven days and his
prestige has been ruined by Iranians.

We are hated and oppressed everywhere in the world. No
one feels sad about our deaths, displacement, and misery.
Our current situation arouses no one’s pain or sympathy.
No one



embraces us. | saw a video on Instagram of an English-
speaking comedian asking his audience if anyone among
you is from the Middle East? One person stood up and
said, “Yes, | am Israeli.” The comedian laughed non-stop
for a few seconds and finally ignored the person who
answered and asked with a meaningful grin, "Is there
anyone who is "really" from the Middle East?" | also saw
the video of a crow and a cat pulling down the Israeli flag
from a pole and a wall. Thousands of other videos like
these are circulated around the world every day. And of
course, we have no right to complain, because each and
every one of us settlers is a complicit in all the crimes of
the regime. We live in this land knowing that this land is
usurped; so we cannot blame Iran for bombing the houses
we have stolen. We have been killing thousands of
Palestinian women and children for almost two years; so
we cannot complain about an Israeli woman giving birth
away from medical facilities and on the ground of a
refugee camp. Our victimization and playing the role of an
oppressed will no longer bring anyone with us. We cannot
deceive anybody anymore.

However, we will not give up. | know that Netanyahu will
appear before the camera and stare the world in the face
more shamelessly than ever, telling blatant lies that even
the devil cannot comprehend. | know that Trump will usurp
the Iranian victory for his own benefit. | know that we will
not learn any lessons from the devastation of Tel Aviv,
Haifa, and Ashkelon — we Israelis learn to be stubborn
before we speak!

Now, on the threshold of ninety years, | confess that what
| and my predecessors did was wrong within wrong. We
have made a mess that cannot be denied or cleaned up.



We have no way back, no way forward. Now we just have
to wait for the punishment of our actions — as the Iranians
say: When the first brick is laid uncertain, the wall goes up
to the sun uncertain!

Perhaps writing this confession is the only right thing |
have ever done.

Signature: Joachim Scharrok
June 24, 2025



